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LIFE OF WILLIAM FORSTER. 
(Continued from page 84.) 

The spring of 1807 was rendered memorable 
by the abolition of the Slave Trade in the 
British dominions. A bill was brought into 
the House of Lords by Lord Grenville, then at 
the head of the administration, and introduced 
into the Commons by Lord Howick, afterwards 
Karl Grey, and having passed both Houses of 
Parliament, it “received the royal signature on 
the 25th of March.” By this bill it was en- 
acted that “no slave should be imported into 
the British colonies after the first of March, 
1808.” After an arduous struggle of twenty 
years, such a triumph of humanity, freedom, 
and Christianity, over violence, avarice, and in- 
justice, was an occasion of general rejoicing. 
Deeply as William Forster had long been inter- 
ested on behalf of “our brethren groaning in 
slavery on the other side of the Atlantic,” and 
“firm as had been his belief that the day was 
approaching when their cause would come be- 
fore the throne of Divivue justice with availing 
authority,” his heart could not fail to beat in 
unison with the nation’s gratitude and joy, not 


unmingled with sorrow, though they were, that) 


slavery itself should remain untouched. But 
about the time these important events were 
taking place, he was attacked with an inflamma- 
tory fever, which confined him to the house for 
some weeks. Before he was entirely recovered 
from his illness, he believed the time was come 
for bringing before the consideration and judg- 
ment of his friends a prospect of religious 
service in the North of England, on which he 
remarks :— 

“In the early part of my illness, not seeing 
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how it might terminate, I was earnest in scek- 
ing unto the Lord, that I might have a true 
sense of my situation; and it was given me to 
believe, that since I had resigned myself to the 
work of the ministry, the day’s work had kept 
pace with the day; and I felt peace in the re- 
cent labors [ had been engaged in amongst the 
members of our own meeting. 

“ There were times when I felt desirous to be 
liberated from the conflicts attendant on this 
probationary state, and to be admitted into the 
lowest mansion of the heavenly kingdom; al- 
though I saw it necessary that I should be more 
thoroughly purified in order to know a fitness 
for these blessed abodes. But as I grew 
stronger, I was led to believe that my measure 
of service in the church was not filled up. 
Under these impressions, | informed my friends 
in writing of my concern.’ 

His health rapidly improved, and a week later 
he writes :— 

“To Saran Hustier. 

1807. Second month 9th.—This quick 
restoration from a state of considerable weak- 
ness, I desire to esteem as cause for grateful ac- 
knowledgment to the Author of all our many 
mercies ; and to me itis no slight call to renew 
and increase my dedieation to that blessed 
cause of Truth, which I think is become increas- 
ingly glorious in my view. I informed our 
Monthly Meeting in writing last Fifth day of a 
prospect of religious service which has for some 
considerable time been in view. 

“ This fresh sas»mons to work in the vineyard 
cost me much. I cannot attribute that degree 
of resignation to which I have attained to any 
efforts of my own, but to the kind interference 
of Him whom I have desired to serve. I feelit 
to be a fresh cause for seeking to be clothed 
with the garment of deep humility and lowliness 
of mind, and strieter watchfulness unto prayer. 
Yet the true disciples of their Lord have, ac- 
cording to their different degrees of experience, 
a living testimony in their hearts that they 
serve no hard Master; but one who is gracious- 
ly condescending to compassionate their weak- 
ness, and to become the Helper of all their in- 
firmities.” 
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His friends cordially liberated him for the 
service to which he believed himself called ; 
and, though still far from strong, he did not 
long delay entering upon it. The journey was 
principally performed on horse-back, as was 
customary in those days, and he paid a pretty 
general visit to Friends in Yorkshire, and held 
many meetings with persons not of their com- 
munity, and often in places where Friends did 
not reside. Though sometimes cast down, he 
was not forsaken of his Lord; and he met with 
much kindness and encouragement from his 
elder brethren, William Tuke, Thomas Priest- 
man, Henry Tuke, George Sanders, and Joseph 
Storrs, being occasionally his companions in the 
journey. Not many particulars of his move- 
ments are preserved ; but the following extracts 
from his letters give some interesting informa- 
tion as to the character of his services, and por- 
tray the humility and watchfulness with which 
he endeavored simply to follow the leadings of 
the Holy Spirit. 

In the course of his travels he writes 
Thirsk :— 

“1807. 


from 


4th mo. 30th_—When at liberty 


from religious exercises, either on my own ac- 
count or on account of those amongst whem I 
have been concerned to labur, my mind is often 
turned homewards ; and, although when favored | 
with the belief that I was in the way of my 


duty, and filling up my small measure of suffer- 
ing and service in the church, and that I have 
been permitted to find a home amongst those 
who were previously strangers to me, yet I for- 
get not that it is only temporary. My dear 
father’s comfortable habitation, and the many 
outward comforts it affords, have, in no small de- 
gree, an attractive influence on my mind ; yet, 
as the profession [ am making among my friends 
is that of a servant of Christ, I increasingly find 
that my safety depends on looking steadfastly 
unto Him for direction, and in humble submis- 
sion obeying every revelation of hia will. For 
the encouragement of others, I feel af times 
strengthened to acknowledge, that his light and 
his strength are sufficient: thus far I have 
found it to be the case, and the secret travail of 

my spirit often is, that my own will may be- 
come so fully subjected to his will that his 
power may have unlimited sway in my heart; 
so that all his gracious purposes concerning me, 
one of the most unworthy of his disciples, may 
be accomplished.” 

William Forster pursued his labors from meet- 
ing to meeting in the strength given him of 
the Lord, but no details are preserved till he 
reached Helmsley. He spent nearly a week 
among the few Friends of that meeting and of 
Bilsdale ; visited the families of both, and held 
several meetings with the inhabitants of those 
rural districts. He remarks :— 

“Tn most places I have found some religious- 
ly-disposed persons, in whom the good seed has 


not only been well sown, buf I trust has taken 
deep root. I may be mistaken in my feclings ; 

but, if I am not mistaken, true spiritual religion 
is on the increase in many parts of the country, 
and I think it may be said that in some places 
the fields are white unto harvest. There is not 
only considerable willingness to attend such 
meetings as are appointed, but many hearts are 
opened for the reception of such communica- 
tions as have been offered, and the meetings are 
often crowned at the conclusion with such a so- 
lemnity as has left a pleasant impression upon 
my miod. Yet I think every fresh opening to 
service of this nature brings a portion of fresh 
exercise. I greatly trust this will continue to 
be the case, and desire to be preserved, moving 
simply in the guidance of that wisdom which 
only can safely direct. So that I may not rely 
on former extensions of divine assistance, but 
seeking for fresh evidence of divine requiring, 
and waiting for renewed supplies of holy help, 
I may be kept from presumptuously offering un- 
prepared sacrifice, or attempting to promote 
the good cause of truth in my own strength.” 

After the conclusion of his services in the 
neighborhood of Helmsley, he was joined by 
his friend George Sanders, of Whitby, as a fel- 
low-laborer in the gospel. He was his senior by 
nearly thirty years; an earnest, affectionate, and 
zealous minister of Christ, and one of those use- 
ful characters who conscientiously endeavor, in 
their walk through life, to serve the Lord in the 
way of his requirings, and, under the influence 
of Christian love, to employ themselves in doing 
good to their fellow-men. In noticing the 
value of his companionship, William Forster re- 
marks :—“ It affected my heart with gratitude 
to that Divine Hand, who thus far, in the hour 
of greatest need, manifested Himself near to 
help.” 

Together they visited the families of Friends 
of Kirkby Moorside ; had a meeting in a barn at 
Rossdale, and one with Friends at Hutton-in- 
the-Hole ; also a large meeting with the inhab- 
itants, more attending than the house would 
hold; came over the moors to the Monthly 
Meeting at Castleton; held a meeting next 
evening at Beadlan, which “ in consequence of 
the harvest was but emall, but not held in 
vain;” had a large meeting in a barn at Fars- 
dale ; another at Castleton, much crowded ; one 
in another dale, in a paved court yard, where 
“the people, thongh unaccustomed to* sit in 
silence, behaved well;’ another in a barn at 
Leverton ; and another at Moursom, on the edge 
of the Moors. 

After enumerating many small meetings vis- 
ited in the north-east of Yorkshire, William 
Forster writes from Ayton :— 

“1807. 9th mo. 9th.—In all these places | 
have believed it my duty to visit Friends from 
house to house,—an engagement increasingly 
humiliating and mortifying to my natural incli- 
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nation; but having from day to day been 
favored to believe myself pursuing the line 
of appointed duty, and help being merci- 
fully extended equal to the work assigned, I 
have moved along with a comfortable portion of 
resignation. That peace has at.times been my 
unmerited enjoyment, which not only amply 
compensates for all the trials and exercises into 
which I am sometimes permitted to be intro- 
duced, but operates as an encouragement to 
yield continued obedience to the Divine requir- 
ing, in the hope that the same Power which has 
thus far supported will sustain unto the end.” 

On returning from his long journey in the 
North of England, William Forster thought it 
his duty toask for a certificate for religious ser- 
vice in Sussex. Very few particulars are pre- 
served respecting this engagement; he soon 
left home, and from Hunt’s Green, in that 
county, he wrote to an intimate friend :— 

“1808. 1st mo.—To enter into a description 
of the various anxious cogitations that sometimes 
perplex my mind would be preying upon thy 
sympathy without affording me much solid re- 
lief. These frequent besetmentsof doubts and 
fears, if they do not utterly overwhelm my 
spirit, may operate as wholesome discipline in 
keeping my eye singly directed to the Source of 
unfailing help, and tend to preserve me from 
presumptuous sins. I sometimes feel a desire 
to resign myself entirely to this modifying dis- 
cipline ; and even wish to feel after that dispo- 
sition in which [ can gladly embrace the rod ; 
but I find increased cause to acknowledge that, 
although the spirit is sometimes willing, the 
flesh is weak. I trust my natural faculties, 
weak as they are, and my continual best exer- 
tions, are offered to the service of the good 
cause. But oh! how I tremble at times lest L 
should be deceived! Clear directions and pres- 
ervatiun from a forward spirit is my frequent 
and almost continual desire.” 

During a short stay at home, after his return 
from Sussex, he writes :—- 


To 


“1808. 3d mo. 5th.—Thou hast of late often 
been in my remembrance, and though it is long 
since I heard from thee, from what [ have felt 
this evening I may safely tell thee that that 
love which was raised some years since in my 
heart towards thee still continues. It has been 
a source of mutual consolation, I trust, in past 
heights and depths; and sometimes we have 
dared to believe it has had its origin in some- 
thing beyond our natural feelings. 

And although with increasing years and in- 
creasing acquaintance with the way of peace, 
our tribulations should also increase, and our 
spiritual warfare with the foes of our own house. 
hold and the delusive spirit of this fluctuating 
world should grow sharper, so much so as at 
times to induce us to despair of victory, yet, so 








































































ance and warfare. 
stain from fleshly lusts, which war against the 
soul; to “war a good warfare, holding faith 
and a good conscience ;” and that we may stand 
against the wiles of the devil. 
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long as we are occupying the measure of faith 
that may be entrusted to us, our experience will 
increase, and we shall see for ourselves the 
truth of the assertion that tribulation worketh 
patience, patience experience, and experience 
hope ; and hope maketh not ashamed, because 
the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by 


the Holy Ghost.” 


(To be continued.) 


er 
The “Old Banner Essays.” 

THE CHRISTIAN’S HERITAGE. 
(Concluded from page 85.) 





It isin strict accordance with Holy Scrip- 
ture, and with sound reason, that if we submit 
ourselves to His yoke, and supplicate continu- 
ally that He will be pleased to direct our steps, 
Christ will manifest himself unto us, and show 
unto each his varied special duties. ‘“ The steps 
of a good man are ordered of the Lord;” and, 
if we strive to abide in Him, He will assuredly 
in His own time condescend to direct our out- 
ward life, as well as our inward path. Herein 
consists also that joy and peace in believing, 
which is a part of the Christian’s heritage. 
Who shall deny that godliness is profitable unto 
the life that now is, if it leads mankind into a 
capacity thus to be guided by the all-wise coun- 
sel of Him who knoweth all things, and to be 
taught inwardly by the Comforter whom the 
Father hath sent? Now, as ever, “the eyes 
of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears 
are open unto their prayers.’ [1 Peter iii. 12.] 

-But, it may be said, is it not presumptuous 
to suppose that a simple, common Christian, 
will really be thus individually guided now? 
I can see nothing presumptuous in accepting 
the declarations of Holy Scripture, but I do 
see great possible presumption in refusing so to 
do. In the sight of God the soul of no man is 
common, and our feebleness and unworthiness 
are surely no barriers to His grace; on the con- 
trary, are they not the needful condition for 
this inward teaching to be realized? He who 
came to furgive sinners, and to justify them, 
and to sanctify them, is still able to preserve 
the simple, and to strengthen them with might 
by His spirit in the inner man, that each ma 
be “ perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord.” 

The Christian life is neither ascetic nor epi- 
curean. It is one of obedience to a heavenly 
law, written “ not with ink, but with the Spirit 
of the living God ; in fleshly tables of the heart” 
[2 Cor. iii. 3.] It entails a daily fighting, do- 
ing, and suffering; and through all he is in- 


structed both how to be abased and how to 
abound. 


Ist. There can be no growth without resist- 
We are exhorted to ab- 


nia 2 
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2d. There can be no growth without suffer- 
ing or endurance. We are encouraged to en- 
dure hardness, as good soldiers of Jesus Christ. 
If passive suffering be apportioned us, it is not 
an interruption of God’s design towards us, but 
rather our vocation. In it there are golden 
opportunities for growth and faith; and the 
followers of Christ must be as ready to embrace 
the will of God when it runs opposite to, as 
when it furthers, their desires. Much de- 
pends on our rightly interpreting the events 
which befal us, and being equally willing to 
work or to lie still, according as God requires 
of us; and herein do we especially need the 
leading and guidance of His Holy Spirit. 

3d. Neither can there be growth without ac- 
tivity. All life is motion. It is not possible 
that, ina world so full of sin, deceit, and sorrow, 
the faithful servant will have nothing com- 
mitted unto him. What that service may be, 
ean be known only through the divine teach- 
ing. Christianity is not a selfish possession ; 
it isan inward fire ; it not only warms the soul, 
and refreshes the fainting spirit of its possessor, 
but, like the light on the candlestick, it will 
diffuse its cheering rays on all around. The 


path of the just is as a shining light; but the 
brighter the flame displayed, the greater need 
is there for constant and fresh supplies of 
heavenly grace, that our lamps may be kept 


fresh and burning. It is the nature of all flame 
to burn away the material by which it is nour- 
ished. Therefore, the more brilliant and wide- 
spread our services, or the more vigorous our 
labors, the greater is the demand made upod 
our store of heavenly oil. Only as we know 
Christ inwardly to supply our needs, will our 
incomings be found to keep pace with the 
out-goings. All external work needs internal 
supply, and the lamp which, being kept well 
trimmed, burns the brightest, will consume the 
fastest, and need the most frequent renovation. 
Whether, therefore, we are engaged in fighting, 
suffering, or doing, it is equally true that uoder 
neither service can our light effectually shine 
before men unless this hidden supply be con- 
tinually received through prayer. Oh, how 
great is man’s need in this respect! If we 
would mark the life of Christ Himself, and 
observe how, after his life-dispensing acts and 
teachings, He “ withdrew Himself from the 
multitude and prayed,” how “ He continued all 
night in prayer to God,” should we not feel 
that unless we seek to follow Him in this all- 
important duty, our lamp can shed no spiritual 
light or warmth around us. Let those in whose 
hearts the flame of life has been once kindled, 
ever remember also, that the best impressions 
consume the energies of the soul, and therefore 
it requires to be renovated by the gift of God, 
and by the active cultivation of the Christian 
graces. 

In conclusion it may be queried, (as the 


writer himself has frequently done whilst pen- 
ning these thoughts, ) who is sufficient for these 
things? And the response can only be in the 
apostle, “ Our sufficiency is of God.” It was 
said by an old writer, all the way to heaven is 
heaven ; and concerning him who thus receives 
his daily bread, who thus dwells under the 
canopy of Christ, holding communion through 
Him with the Father of spirits ;—whose soul, 
being instant in prayer, is dwelling more im- 
mediately as in the light of God’s countenance, 
may it not be affirmed, that notwithstanding 
the troubles and the toil to which he, as well 
as the worldling, is subject on earth, yet in 
proportion as the spirit triumphs over the flesh 
—as the life he now lives is lived by faith in 
the Son of God—as he falls back evermore 
upon Jesus to hide him from the stress of 
temptation and from the storm of trial—as he 
realizes the fulness of those divine words, 
“Abide in me, and Tin you’’—may it not in 
truth be said that even here, such an one be- 
comes a “ participant of the divine nature,” 
and enjoys a foretaste of the joys unutterable 
which shall be revealed hereafter. 

Such, then, being the proffered heritage of 
man on earth, the enemy of man has, by 
all subtle devices, striven to keep him from so 
blessed a possession. He has tempted the open 
opponents and lukewarm professors of Christi- 
anity to combine in denying the apostolic as- 
surance, ‘that godliness is profitable unto all 
things, having promise of the ///e that now is,” 
and so disbelieve the very words of Christ, that 
to those who do come to Him, “ His yoke is 
easy and His burden light.’’ Sad indeed that 
so gross a misrepresentation of the good land 
should be made by its friends, and that, through 
their evil report, any should be turned aside 
from seeking it! Others there are, who, en- 
deavoring to ignore the Scripture declaration, 
that ‘‘no man can serve two masters,” are striv- 
ing to serve God in part and self in part. To 
such, the way of life is ever hard; for a di- 
vided allegiance destroys all rest to the soul. 
The double minded man is unstable in all his 
ways; he is unable to enjoy the pleasures of 
either service, whilst he is subject to the pains 
of both. 

Thus far we have spoken of the Christian’s 
heritage on this side of the tomb; but, if we 
east also into the scale the glories of that in- 
heritance which shall be revealed hereafter, 
how inexpressible is the contrast between the 
joys of the believer and the unbeliever! Truly, 
no eye hath seen, and no tongue can tell of 
that “far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory’’ which is reserved in heaven for 
those that love God. This only we know as- 
suredly, that there Christ reigns for evermore, 
and that in His presence there is “ fulness of 
joy.” 

W. C. W. 
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From the British Friend. 

LETTER FROM DR. CALLAWAY, NATAL. 

My dear Brother, John Morland,—lIn a let- 
ter lutely received from you, you say you think 
the time has arrived for me to send my friends 
a general report of the past and present position 
of my mission work, and our prospects for the 
future. Had you not mentioned it I should hardly 
have thought it necessary to send aspecial report, 
as very full accounts of my work have been 
published witk great regularity in the periodi- 
cals of the ‘‘ Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel.” But [ do feel that something is due 
to those kind friends who, through you, have 
contributed to the work. Some of these are 
known, and some are unknown to me, and I 
would now warmly thank them all for their 
sympathy and help. 

L entered on my present sphere of duty in 
1858 ; I came to a wildervess far rewoved from 
any centre of civilization, and cut off from ready 
intercourse with the populated parts of Natal 
by the badness of the roads, and the river 
Umkomanzi, often impassable for months during 
the summer. At that time there was only one 
white man settled on this side the Upper Um- 
komanzi. You will ask, What have been the 
results of our labors? We are no longer in a 
wilderness. This place has become a centre of 
civilization, and where six years ago there was 
nothing to be seen but grassy hills, sprinkled 
with mimosa and other trees, you now see a 
commodious school-chapel, capable of holding 
150 or more; my own comfortable dwelling- 
house and offices, Mr. N@#¥uham’s (the assistant 
Missionary) cottage, a large workshop, with at- 
tached cottage, stables, cattle kraals, &e.; ten 
upright cottages, with pitched roofs, belonging 
to natives of the Christian village, besides 
twelve better constructed huts. There are up- 
wards of a hundred acres brought under culti- 
vation, and regularly ploughed: this is partly 
inclosed, and some five or s‘< hundred trees 
planted in the hedges. The first service I had 
at this place [ had but one auditor; now be- 
tween sixty and seventy attend daily, and more 
than one hundred on Sundays. Two families 
only, consisting of six members, settled here at 
first, and a few young men. There are now 
seventeen families, living in twenty-two dwell- 
ings, numbering about eighty ; besides these 
there are regular laborers from the kraals 
around, and children who come to school. 
There are forty children who attend school reg 
ularly, and on Sundays our school-chapel is often 
inconveniently full. When we commenced our 
labors here there were five native Christians; 
now all the residents in the village are Chris 
tians, with the exception of six. 

Two natives have been so far instructed as to 
be intrusted with the teaching of others. One, 
Umpengula, spends the greater part of his time 
with me, aiding me in the translation of the 
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Holy Scriptures, &c. He takes a reading class 
of adults in the evening school, a class on Sun- 
days, and once a month goes to an offset station 
to hold Divine service, and when I am absent, 
preaches at this place. He is an earnest, good 
man; can read and write, and understands the 
simple rules of arithmetic. Eight years ago, 
when I first became acquainted with him, he 
knew nothing. The other, William, is the 
cleverest native I have ever met with; he is 
now the schoolmaster for the boys jn the day- 
school, and has a class in the Sunday-school. 
He manitests great power in teaching, and, what 
is more extraordinary in a native, in enforcing 
discipline. Many adults have been taught to 
read, and some to write, and not less, perhaps, 
than eighty children in all have been taught to 
read since the mission has been established. 

As regards habits, all the residents in the 
village dress in the European manner. They 
are now building cottages instead of huts, and 
ploughing their land instead of digging it with 
the pick ; then the men instead of the women 
have undertaken the breaking up of the land. 
About twenty men have been taught to plough 
at this place, and six ploughs are owned by na- 
tives, several of whom hire themselves out to 
plough during the season. Two have wagons, 
and one a cart. Several can make bricks and 
rod fences. The women bave been taught to 
sew, wash and iron. We have also lately com- 
menced a system of village regulations, appoint- 
ing a committee, whose duty it is to settle the 
numerous petty disputes, which are frequently 
arising. The results of this arrangement are 
satisfactory and promising. About eighteen 
months ago I commenced a new work about 
sixteen miles from here. I go over once a 
month, and Umpengula on the Sunday fortnight 
intermediate. The congregation averages about 
thirty. They are very anxious to have a school 
established there. I can do but little, however, 
in availing myself of the opening, for want of 
funds. ‘There is so wide a gulf between an 
{oglish Christian and a native, that it is very 
difficult to say to what extent Christianity has 
effectually acted on the native mind. My own 
impression certainly is, that the effect has been 
marvellous. When I see men quit the debasing 
life of their kraals, clothe themselves, apply to 
labor, take but one wife, come to school and 
church, and send their children, allow them- 
selves to be influenced by motives which can 
affect none but Christians ; above all, restraining 
themselves for Christ’s sake, alihough [ see at 
the same time very much that is wrong, and 
even much evil that is peculiar to Christian na- 
tives in their transition stage, I cannot doubt, 
when [ compare them with what they were, or 
with the wild natives around me, that the leaven 
of the gosp.] is effectually working ; and that 
the good Shepherd is going about among th‘s 
people to seek and to save the lost. 1 think, 
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however, we should make a great mistake if we | tives, between this and the Umzinkulu. They 
supposed the influence of the mission to be rep- | would welcome and avail themselves of such 
resented by the numbers now collected around | stations, although it is probable that they will 
us. I believe it has reached a wide and ever-| not contribute towards their support for many 
widening circle. Having now a help in Mr.|years to come. We have then, with God’s 
Newnham, who has sufficiently mastered the, blessing, made a certain progress, and obtained 
language, I have this year begun to visit in ro-| certain results ; but at the utmost we can regard 
tation the chief kraals in the neighborhood. At| the work already done as but opening the way 
each of these I have had about forty people | for more effectual and permanent work ; if ne- 
gathered around me, as I preached to them un-| glected now it would collapse, and the past be 
der the shade of some tree, and I have been| lost, with the exception of a few individuals, 
much struck with their attention ; and at one | who, by God’s grace, have been snatched as 
kraal with the character of the questions asked | brands from the burning. But, if aided by the 
after service, which appeared to show that the! prayers, the sympathy, and the means of our 
lessons taught at the mission station are gain-| English friends, we can extend our work among 
ing an entrance into the minds of the surround-| these numerous natives, who are asking for our 
ing population. Whilst feeling, however, that] help, we may trust to be able to establish a per- 
there is ground for being thankful and hopeful, | manent footing for the Gospel among the whole 
yet no one can be more sensible than I am, that} black population of these parts We have very 
as yet we have really done next to nothing. It}much to contend with in which our English 
seems to me that all we have gained is a stand-| friends cannot share, let them not refuse to 
ing point for future work. If we stand still,|share with us such things as they can.—I am, 
if we do not press onward with increasing en-| my dear brother, yours very affectionately, 
ergy to avail ourselves of the opportunities now Henry CALLAWAY. 
opening before us, the past labor and expendi ae 
ture will prove to have been of but little use. From the Londow Herald of Peace. 
One great difficulty the missionary has to con- AUTHORITY AS A TEST OF TRUTH. 
tend with in this country is, that he is laboring] There is hardly a more formidable obstacle 
among an illiterate people, whose language has} to the progress of the doctrines of Peace, as, 
not been reduced to writing ; this we have to| indeed, of all truth not popularly acknowledged, 
do for them. Among other matters I have di-|than their alleged novelty, and the fewness of 
rected much attention to this subject. When|those who accept and defend them. We can 
I came to the colony there was scarcely anything | scarcely recall an instance in which the efforts 
printed in the native language, and certainly] of the Peace Society have been noticed by its 
nothing reliable ; 1 was forced to work for my-] opponents without erage prominence being giv- 
self, and have up to the present time used al-Jen to the fact, that the lawfulness of war has 
most exclusively my own translations of Holy|been admitted by the best men in all ages of 
Scripture, &c. Something was, no doubt, done|the world. It is deemed a sufficient presump- 
by Dr. Colenso ; but the real work was yet to be|tion of the falseness of its principles, as well 
done. I have much of the New Testament] as of the intolerable arrogance of its advocates, 
ready for the press, and much more will soon be| that an all but universal concurrence of the 
ready. I have also translations of much of the| wise and good of all the philosophies and the- 
Old Testament. I have also taken down from | ologies of the past can be established ia favor 
the mouths of natives much concerning their|of the practice they denounce. Is it to be 
past history, their habits, customs, religious no-| borne, we are asked, in every variety of hostile 
tions, proverbs, aad traditions ; these, with the] tone, from the severest indignation to the airiest 
translations, | hope soon to be able to print, and | banter, that a small coterie of fanatics should 
I feel that if I can only complete a reliable| set themselves to oppose what may be called, 
translation of the Holy Scriptures and Prayer-|in the broadest sense of the word, the catholic 
Book, and give the natives some good books in | faith of Christendom, and pretend to find in the 
their own very words and about themselves, [| Bible what has eluded the search of councils, 
shall not have come to Natal in vain; and that my |and churches, and creed-makers, and commen- 
work here will then probably draw to a close. |tators, through the long lapse of centuries ? 
As the means requisite for carrying on my| Until the rise of the Quakers, two hundred 
work have hitherto been provided, so I can| years ago, nobody had ever dared to deny that 
trust that they will be provided for the future. |it was a perfectly evangelical and becoming 
And if, through limited means, I am unable to 
do all that it appears to me might be done, yet 


thing for Christians to cut each other’s throats, 
} | to any extent, provided only it were done in 
I quiet my impatience by the belief that for| lawful warfare. And now, forsooth, here comes 
every work God is calling me to he will provide | a little knot of conceited men to tell us that all 
the means. With men of the right stamp and’ the world has been in th 
funds there would be no difficulty now in estub-' been left to them to discover the true spirit of 
lishing stations in various parts among the na- the Gospel, and, on the strength of that dis 


e wrong, that it has 
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covery, ‘toproclaim themselves more e enlightened tested its continuance and prevalence. The 
and benevolent than all the Christians that clergy denounced it with all the emphasis of 
have ever lived. authority. The legislators of almost every land 
Now, in the first place, this confident asser-| enacted laws for its punishment. Acute judges, 
tian as to the universality of the war-doctrine is | whose lives were spent in sifting evidence, in- 
not true as a matter of fact. It may be shown | vestigated the question on countless occasions, 
very clearly that the prince of Peace has not|and condemned the accused. Tens of thousands 
left himself without witness in any age of the | of victims perished by the most agonizingand pro- 
church ; that from the Sermon on the Mount| tracted torments, without exciting the faintest 
to the last number of the Herald of Peace|compassion; and as they were for the most 
there has not been wanting a succession of tes-| part extremely ignorant and extremely poor, 
timonies to the peaceable character of Christi-| sectarianism and avarice had but little influ- 
anity, and its utter antagonism to the malignity|ence on the subject. Nations that were com- 
and murderousness of war. But, even if it} pletely separated by position, by interests, and 
were as our opponents allege, what then? It| by character, on this one question were united. 
surely must betoken a most astounding igno-| Seven thousand victims were burnt at Tréves, 
rance of history for any one to say that every}six hundred by a single bishop at Bamberg, 
tenet or practice which has universally pre-jand eight hundred in a single year in the 
vailed in times past, must therefore of necessity bishopric of Wurtzburg. In France, decrees 
be right. We propose in this paper to trace aj were passed on the subject by the parliaments 
little some of the doctrines which have ‘been | of Paris, Toulouse, Bordeaux, Rheims, Rouen, 
received with an implicit and unfaltering faith | Dijon, and Rennes, and they were all followed 
by every generation of Christians from the| by a harvest of blood. At Toulouse, the seat 
second or third to the eighteenth century, and|of the Inquisition, four hundred persons per- 
those doctrines not of a mere abstract and spec-| ished for sorcery at a single execution, and 
ulative nature, but leading to practical results| fifty at Douay in a single year. Remy,a judge 
on the life of individuals and communities of|of Nancy, boasted that he had put to death 
the most extensive and terrible description, but|eight hundred witches in sixteen years. The 
which are now rejected with an abhorrence as| executions which took place in Paris in a few 
intense and universal as the reverence with| months, were, in the emphatic words of an old 
which they were formerly cherished. We are| writer, “almost infinite.” Io Spain the perse- 
indebted mainly for our materials, and, indeed, cation spread to the smallest towns, and the be- 
for much of our language, to Mr. Lecky’s|lief was so deeply rooted in the popular mind, 
“History of the Progress of Rationalism in| that a sorcerer was burnt as late as 1780. In 
Europe,” a very masterly work, in which the|Italy a thousand persons were executed in a 
most learned historical research is employed to|single year in the province of Como. The 
illustrate an enlightened, humane, and, we be-| same scenes were enacted in the wild valleys of 
lieve, in its essential spirit, a truly Christian| Switzerland and Saxony. In Geneva, which 
philosophy. was then ruled by a bishop, five hundred al- 
And, first, let us take the doctrine as to|leged witches were executed in three months. 
magic and witchcraft, the doctrine which taught | In 1670, seventy persons were condemned in 
that the evil spirit took literal possession of | Sweden, and a large proportion of them were 
men’s souls and bodies, entered into compact| burnt. And these are only a few of the more 
with them, and enabled them to perform miracles | salient events in that long series of persecutions 
without number, from that of the old woman | which extended over almost every country, and 
who rode thirough the air on a broomstick, to| continued for centuries with unabated fury. 
that of the magician who could command the| Such was the doctrine and such its fruits. 
most tremendous elements of nature, or control | But was it a universal doctrine of the Chris- 
the influence of the heavenly bodies. tian Church? Strictly so Every now and 
We are now apt to imagine that this was a|then a few men who were described precisely 
belief which found acceptance only with the|as the Peace men are described now, as “ con- 
ignorant and vulgar, or at least, only in those|ceited,” “arrogant,” ‘ fanatics,” did dare to 
ages which were wrapt in the thick Cimmerian | call its truth in question, and to doubt whether 
night of superstition, before the infant sun of|this “ bloody tenet” could really form a part 
philosophy or reformed Christianity “ had tried] of the religion of mercy and brotherly love. 
its beams athwart the gloom profound.” Noth-| But their voices were soon stifled by the gene- 
ing can be further from the truth than this}ral indignation, and not unfrequently by the 
supposition. For more than fifteen hundred | dungeon and stake. Indeed, the language in 
years, says Lecky, it was universally believed| which they were assailed curiously resembles 
that the Bible established, in the clearest man-|that which is now applied to the Friends of 
ner, the reality of the crime, and that an| Peace by such pious oracles as the Su/urday 
amount of evidence, so varied and so ample as| Review. In the year 1563, a learned and able 
to preclude the very possibility of doubt, at-! physician of Cléves, horrified by the atrocious 
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cruelties which he saw everywhere inflicted, 
mostly upon poor, aged, helpless women, on the 
plea of suppressing witchcraft, published a 
treatise entitled “ De Prestigiis Deemonum.” 

It was a work of the most moderate descrip- 
tion. He did not even deny the possibility of 
Satanic possession. But he pointed out the 
gross improbabilities of some parts of the pop- 
ular belief, and made an earnest appeal to the 
princes of Europe to arrest the effusion of in- 
nocent blood. He was answered by Bodin, 
who, says Lecky, “was esteemed by many of 
his contemporaries as the ablest man who had 
then risen in France, and the verdict has been 
little qualified by later writers.” This answer 
consisted almost entirely of an appeal to au- 
thority, which the author deemed so unanimous 
and conclusive that it was scarcely possible 
for any sane man to resist it. “As for the 
treatise of Wier, he could scarcely find words 
to express the astonishment and indignation 
with which he perused it. That a puny doctor 
should have dared to oppose himself to the au- 
thority of all ages; that he should have a 
boundless confidence in his own opinions, and 
such a supreme contempt for the wisest of man- 
kind, as to carp and cavil iv a sgeptical spirit 
at the evidence of one of the most notorious of 
existing facts; this was, in truth, the very cli- 
max of human arrogance, the very acme of hu- 
man absurdity.” And so far, continued he, 


from relaxing the prosecutions for witchcraft 
and sorcery, it was necessary to continue them 
with a redoubled energy; and surely no one 
could be more an object of suspicion than the 


writer of such an impious book. Any prince 
who would dare to pardon witches, would out 
rage the majesty of Heaven, and his dominions 
would most certainly be desolated by famine 
and pestilence. 

But it may not be altogether uninstructive 
to trace the history of this doctrine, with a 
view to show that it bears all the marks of a 
really catholic doctrine, guod semper, quod 
ubique, quod omnibus. It began to be taught 
by the fathers of the Church in the very ear- 
liest period of Christianity. Tertullian, who 
wrote in the second century, maintained that 
the world was full of evil spirits, some of them 
belonging to the rebels that fell from heaven 
with Satan, and others being the angels who in 
the antediluvian world had loved the daughters 
of man. As soon as Christianity won the as- 
cendency in the Roman world, aud became al- 
lied with the state in the person of Constan- 
tine, persecuting laws of great severity were 
enacted against magic and sorcery. Magicians 
who were captured im Rome were to be thrown 
to the wild beasts; and those who were seized 
ip the provinces to be put to excruciating tor- 
ments, and at last crucified. If they persisted 
in denying their crime, their flesh was to be 


torn from their bones with hooks of iron. 


REVIEW. 


Through the subsequent centuries the belief in 


it was as universal and unhesitating, though 
fewer victims suffered just because no one 
dared to doubt it. But Charlem»gne enacted 
new and very stringent laws, condemning sor- 
cerers to death; and great numbers seem to 
have perished in his reign. But in the twelfth 
century the subject passed into a new phase. 
The conception of a witch entering into a de- 
liberate compact with Satan grew up, and 
spread with fearful rapidity. Thousands of 
victims were sometimes burnt in a few years. 
Every country in Europe was stricken with 
the wildest panic. Hundreds of the ablest 
jadges were selected for the extirpation of the 
crime. It was formally condemned by General 
and Provincial Councils of the Church. Forms 
of anathema against it were inserted in most of 
the Catholic rituals. It was denounced by the 
decrees of a long series of bishops. And, 
what-is more remarkable still, the ablest men 
of their age not only did not repudiate this 
superstition, but were the foremost to defend it 
and to enforce the penalties against the sus- 
pected culprits. 
(To be concluded.) 
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PHILADELPHIA, TENTH MONTH 14, .865. 

InpDIANA YEARLY MeEEtTING.—Letters from 
several correspondents enable us to give a brief 
account of the proceedings of this meeting, in 
advance of the full report which may be taken 
from the printed Minutes when a copy comes 
to hand. 

At the Yearly Meeting of Ministers and 
Elders, held on the 26th ult., John Henry 
Douglass was cordiatly liberated for a religious 
visit to Europe. There was a large expression 
of unity and sympathy. 

The Meetivg for Discipline opened on 
Fourth-day, the 27th, at 10 o’clock, with nearly 
the usual number in attendance. The follow- 
ing ministers were present with certificates or 
minutes:—J. Bevan Braithwaite and Joseph 
Crosfield, from London Yearly Meeting ; John 
Cartland, from New England; Adam Spencer, 
Eliz. L. Comstock, Ruth C. Hall and Hannah 
S. Fry, from New York; William Jenkins, 
Abm. Morris and Ezra Cattell, from Ohio ; 
Asenath Clark, from Western; and Rodema 
Newlin, from Iowa. ¥ 

Epistles were received from all the Yearly 
Meetings except Philadelphia and North Caro- 


lina. Of the General Epistle from London, 
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4,500 copies were ordered to be printed, and 
the special Epistle from that meeting was di 
rected to be printed in connection with the 
Minutes. Most of the Epistles alluded to the 
Freedpeople in terms of tender sympathy, ex- 
pressing the hope tnat Friends may continue 
alive to their necessities, and be found faith- 
fully laboring for their improvement and to 
secure their rights. Allusions were also made 
to the large attendance of the younger portion 
of their members and to their solid deportment, 
thus giving comfort to those who have long 
betn burden-bearers in the Lord’s service. All 
the epistles gratefully acknowledged the preva- 


lence of love and harmony throughout their 
borders. 





expression—“ the wing of Ancient Goodness 
was spread over the meeting.” The occasion is 
described as one of a deeply interesting char- 
acter, such us has been rarely if ever experi- 
enced by some of those present. ‘The fecling 
of the importance of active exertion as seen in 
the operations of the Bible Society and in the 
labore of the various Committees on Tracts ; the 
Freedpeople; First-day Schools; Education, 
&c., and which bad never before found such ex- 
pression in the Yearly Meeting itself, seemed 
just waiting in the minds of all to find lan- 
guage, and one after another rose and spoke of 
the different points of importance in prosecuting 
an aggressive warfare fur the truth. Ministers 
were exhorted to watch the pointings of the 
finger of truth, and not shut themselves up ina 
narrow enclosure, but go forth in the power of 
Zod and labor in the highways and hedges, to 
the winning of souls to Christ. A Friend 
quoted the text, “ Come thou with us and we 
will do thee good,” and spoke-of the gulf exist- 
ing between the Churches and the poor and 
outcast, and that it ought not so to be. Fervent 
prayer was offered during the exercise of the 
meeting, and strong evidence was afforded of the 
prevalence and power of the true Gospel spirit. 

After the transaction of some other business, 
a memorial of our late beloved friend, Elijah 
Coffin, was read. 





At 3 o’clock, P. M., two large meetings for 
worship were held, to the comfort and edifica- 
tion of many hearts. 

Fifth-day.—Charles F. Coffin was reappointed 
Clerk. An aged minister introduced a con- 
cern that an Epistle should be addressed to 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, with the hope 
that the fraternal relation which should exist 
between all the Yearly Meetings, might be re- 
stored with that meeting. The proposition was 
very fully united with, and a committee was 
appointed to prepare an Epistle. 

The meetiog then proceeded to the consid- 
eration of the state of Society, which was com- 
pleted during the sitting. The exercise of 
the meeting was unusually interesting and in- 
structive, particularly when the answers to the 
first three queries were before the meeting. 
Four meetings fur worship and preparative meet- 
ings were established during the past year. 

Sixth-day.—Some statistics were read, showing 
that six Friends have been recorded as ministers 
since last report; that four Elders have de- 
ceased ; that there are 2969 families and parts 
of families and 11,955 members belonging to 
the Yearly Mectiog; that 244 individuals were 
received into membership within the past year, 
and 46 ceased to be members. 

A Friend said it had been heavily upon him 
to allude to a subject of great interest and vital 
importance—the extension of the influence of 
this part of the Church to persons outside the 
bounds of our Society. He thought a purpose 
of the Church was to spread the Truth and to 
strengthen each other’s hands in so doing. Im- 
mediately there seemed to be a realization of the 


Seventh-day.—The proposition from New 
York for the opening of a new Yearly Meeting 
in Canada was approved, and other business of a 
local character was attended to. 

Second-day, the meeting was occupied by the 
reading and consideration of various interesting 
reports, which need not be particularly noticed 
here, as they will probably be copied from the 
printed Minutes. 

Third-day—An Epistle to Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting was read and approved, and 
two Friends were appointed to be the bearers of 
it. Epistles were adopted for all the other 
Yearly Meetings. The shutters between the 
men’s and women’s meetings were opened, and 
J. Bevan Braithwaite was largely engaged in 
ministry, and the Yearly Meeting afterwards 
solemnly concluded. 

ieieapathcieiiita nation 


Marrigp, on the 21st of Ninth month, 1865, at 
Friends’ Meeting, Dover, Ohio, Anrra Jounson, of 
Centre Monthly Meeting, to Margaret ANN Painter, 
of the former place. 
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Marriep, on the 16th of Eighth month, 1865, at 
Friends’ Meeting, East Caln, Chester Co., Pa., Eowarp> 
D. Core, of Haverford, Delaware Co., Pa., to ANNIE, 
daughter of the late Richard Pim, of the former place. 

, on the 24th of Fifth month, 1865, at Centre, 
Ohio, Dante, McPurrson, son of Joseph and Ruth 
McPherson, (the former deceased,) to Lyp1a Mary 
Exuis, daughter of Jonathan and Susanna Ellis. 
te i - 

Diep, on the 26th of Ninth month, 1865, in Rich- 
mond, Ind., Saran N. W. Nicnovson, wife of Timothy 
Nicholson, in the 39th year of her age; a member of 
White Water Monthly Meeting, 


a¢ 
or 


—, on the 3lst of Seventh month, 1865, in Fall 
River, Mass., Hannan C. Ropinson, wife of Daniel 
Robinson, in the 77th year of her age; a Minister 
of Swansey Monthly Meeting. 

From early life she was a firm upholder of the 
principles of Friends, and steadfast in the faith of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. She was a true friend of 
the oppressed, often denying herself personal com- 
forts to avoid the use of the products of slave labor. 
She endured a long and painful illness with much 
resignation, desiring patience to await the Master’s 
time, «nd manifesting a well-grounded hope that all 
would be well with her. 

——, on the 28th of Eighth month last, in Barton, 
Vermont, Exizapetu May, widow of the late James 
May, aged nearly 93 years; a member of Ferrisburg 
Monthly Meeting. 

In early life she was awakened to a knowledge of 
and belief in the principles of the Christian religion 
as professed by Friends, without other outward in- 
strumentality than the sacred Scriptures and some 
of the writings of early Friends. Both she and her 
beloved husband were subsequently united to our 
Society, of which they became earnest and consistent 
members. Her last illness, though short, was at- 
tended with much suffering, which she endured with 
great patience and serenity. Her expressions of joy 
and gratitude in the prospect of her early departure, 
and of joining her precious husband and children, 
who had gone before her, and of humble, unshaken 
confidence in a place having been prepared for her, 
afford comforting evidence that the everlasting Arm 
was underneath for ber support, and that a glorious 
inheritance of immortal life is abundantly given her. 


, suddenly, on the 16th of Eighth month, 1865, 
Jesse Hocxert, in the 49th year of his age; a mem- 
ber of Cedar Meeting, Indiana. 
Sudden as was his removal, from his orderly walk- 
ing and guarded conversation he leaves the com- 
forting hope that his end was peace. 


—_—--46—-— 


HAVERFORD ALUMNI. 


Tbe Ninth Annual Meeting will be held in the 
Alumni Hall, at Haverford College, on Seventh-day, 
14th of Tenth month, 1865, at 10} A. M. 

The Public Meeting, at which the Annual Oration 
will be delivered by Epwarp R. Woon, of Philadel- 
phia, will be held at 3 P. M. 

Trains leave Depot of Pennsylvania Railroad, cor- 
ner of Thirtieth and Market Sts., at 8 and 10 A. M., 
and 1.10 and 2.30 P.M. Returning, pass Haverford 
about 12.10, 4.10 and 8.10 P. M. 

B. W. Beesuey, Secretary. 


GENERAL FIRST-DAY SCHOOL CONFERENCE. 

The Third General First-day School Conference 
of Friends in America is arranged to be held in the 
city of New York, on the 16th, 17th and 18th of: 
Eleventh month, 1865, commencing at 3 o’clock in 
theafternoon. It is hoped that each Yearly Meeting 


REVIEW. 


will be well represented, and that there may be a 
full attendance of Delegates and Teachers from all 
parts of our country. 
On behalf of the Executive Committee. 
Cuaries F. Corrin, 
Witiet Dortanp, 
Francis T. Kina, 
Murray SaHpuey, 
Henry T. Woop, 
Wm. C. Lonestreta, 
Rost. LinpLey Murray. 
eS : 
For Friends’ Review. 
INDIANA YEARLY MEETING’S EXECUTIVE COM- 


MITTEE ON FREEDMEN. 


We give below the names of the members, 
officers, &c., of this Committee, as organized at 
the late Yearly Meeting,—viz :— 

Recording Secretary.—Timothy Harrison. 
Corresponding Secretary.—Rowland T. Reed. 
Treasurer.—Isaac P. Evans. 

Executive Committee.—Daniel Hill, Luke 
Thomas, Charles H. Moore, Henry E. Peele, 
Joseph Dickinson, Murray Shipley, A. M. 
Taylor, Samuel Pitts, Jr., Jesse Kenwortby. 

Business Committee.—Joseph Dickinson, I. 
P. Evans, T. Harrison, R. T. Reed. 

Members of the Board of Control.—A. M. 
Taylor and Daniel Hill, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Sub-Committee on Schools.—H. E. Peele, 
Chas. H. Moore, I. P. Evans. 

Ona Orphan Asylums.—J. Dickinson, A. M. 
Taylor, T. Harrison. 

On Religious Instruction.—Daniel Hill, Mar- 
ray Shipley, R. T. Reed. 

On Industrial Schools —Luke Thomas, Saml. 
Pitts, Jr., Jesse Kenworthy. 

The Yearly Meeting directed the subordinate 
meetings to endeavor to raise this year $30,000 
to aid in the work; and the Executive Com- 
mittee desire the Monthly Meetings to act 
promptly and liberally in the matter, without 
waiting for the Mivutes of the Yearly Meeting, 
and forward, without delay, to I. P. Kvans, 
Treasurer, what may be raised. 


—--499—-— 


“ For to be spiritually minded is life and 


peace.” The constant contemplation of the 
glory of Christ, will give rest, satisfaction 
and complacency, unto the souls of them who 
are exercised therein. Our minds are apt to 
be filled witha multitude of perplexed thoughts, 
fears, cares, dangers, distresses, passions and 
lusts, which make various impressions on the 
mind ; but where the soul is fixed in its thoughts 
and’ contemplations, it will be brought into, 
and kept, in a holy, serene, spiritual frame.— 
Owen. 


————o< > 

Every sacred truth that is made effectual 

unto the good of our souls, is a pearl whereby 

we are enriched: but when we meet with, 

when we fall upon, this pearl of price—the 

glory of Christ—this is that which the soul of 
a believer cleaves unto with joy.— Owen. 





MADAGASCAR. 
To the Editor of The London Friend. 

My DEAR FRIEND,—I find from communi- 
cations received from William Ellis since the 
Ackworth General Meeting, that the state- 
ments made in a letter of mine, read at a 
public meeting held on that occasion, with re- 
gard to his expected movements, have not been 
realized. 

Greatly to his disappointmegt, after repeated 
and persevering endeavors to obtain the sanction 
of the Government to his long projected jour- 
ney to the Bessileo people, so many objections 
have been thrown in his way that he has been 
compelled to accept them asa polite mode of 
refusal. The grounds of this objection on the 
part of the Government can only be matter of 
surmise. They have never refused, still less} 
insisted, but have so managed in replying to 
every application for bearers, escort, and gener- 
al permission, without which no one can travel 
in this country, as to leave no doubt about 
their wishes. William Ellis has consequently 
relinquished all hope of any personal communi- 
cation with this interesting people. 

To them the disappointment will be not less 
than his own, their desire to obtain the assist- 
ance and encouragement of a Christian wis- 
sionary having existed for years, and increased, 
rather than diminished, with the increasing 
numbers of those amongst them who have em- 
braced the Christian faith, We know, cer- 
tainly, that their Saviour will not forget them | 
in their isolated position, shut out from so} 


many privileges which we abundantly possess | 


yet surely we also ought to remember them, 
and our sympathies should be excited and our 
prayers raised on their behalf. 

The following particulars are selected from 


William Ejlis’s latest communications ; those | 
relative to the preaching woman are not the | 


least interesting :— 

‘Two days ago I received a visit from some 
of our own people here, who were accompanied 
by a Christian from one of the frontier villages 
on the south-west of Imerina, seventy miles) 
distant. In that village, amidst the mass of 
heathens, are thirteen Christians. The ob-! 


ject of the visitor in coming to me was to ask | 
for a Malagasy Bible, and for school-books and | 
1 was glad to supply his want, and 


hymns. 


hope to learn a little more of the introduction 


of the Gospel to that remote region before he 
returns., 


“ Yesterday, April 27th, after morning ser-' 
vice, one of our people, who had been absent a 
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maintain public Chri-tian worship, and teach 
others. This distant gathering originated ia 
two Christians, a man and a woman, who fled 
from Imerina during the season of persecution, 
and became apostles tothe people. The writer 
of the letter was an officer; but the preacher 
and chief supporter of the Gospel there is a 
woman, whose husband, though he does not 
oppose, does not receive the Gospel. 

‘‘Tt is also a source of great satisfaction to 
us and encouragement in our work, to sustain 
cordial and friendly relations with our brethren 
the missionaries of the Church Societies, who 
are also I.boring in Madagascar to promote the 
same great work. I hope we shall be able to 
unite, not only in heart, but in using the same 
educational works in our respective schools, 
as well as in preaching the same Saviour to 
the different races of Malagasy by which we 
are respectively surrounded.” 

I am, thy friend sincerely, 
Jos. 8. SEWELL. 


~~ 
TEXAS. 

It is four hundred miles from New-Orleans 
to Galveston. The moon was full, aod shin- 
ing in a cloudless sky, when, at ten o'clock on 
the evening of August 4th, we left the levee 
for the Texan coast. We were on board the 
United States transport Columbia, a long and 
narrow steamer measuring two hundred feet 
from bow to stern, and but twenty from guard 
to guard. Built in Hull, England, she was a 
blockade runner, and after several successful 
trips was captured near Charleston, loaded with 
merchandise and munitions of war. The ac- 
commodations for the voyagers were inadequate 
at best, and, with others, wrrapped in a single 
blanket, we were compelled to sleep on deck 
the three nights we were on board. 

The sail down the Mississippi was rapid and 
romantic. As we passed the city, the song of 
the freedmen, as they loaded with cotton the 
steamers moored at the levee, rose on the air of 
night, and from strect-lamps and mast-head 
the lights burned dimly. Propelled by steam 
and swept onward by the current, familiar ob- 
jects soon disappeared. The square, massive 
tower of St. Patrick’s faded from our view, and 
the beautiful crescent of lights grew dim in the 
distance. 

It was ten o’clock the next morning when 
we safely crossed the bar at the mouth of the 
river, and thence for forty-eight hours we rolled 
and pitched, amid sunshine and rain, till we 
safely crossed the bar at Galveston. Entering 


long time, came to me before I left the chapel,| the charming bay, we soon lay moored, in the 
and presented a letter from the germ of a! quiet of the Sabbath, beside a city which has 
Christian congregation, about equally distant | had three masters—under the Republic, under 
in an opposite direction—namely, north-east! the Union, under the Confederacy. Grateful 
from the capital, and in the Antsianaka prov-|to God for our safe arrival, we naturally re- 
ince, where there is in a heathen village a called -the incidents of the trip, and among 
little congregation of only five persons, who them there was one which did not fail to make 
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us sad. The most deplorable feature of a 
voyage of sixty hours was the profanity of 
passengers and crew. Everybody swore. Men 
who in the morning were seen reading their 
Bibles were heard to swear at noon. Nearly 
all were Texas, and upon inquiry I was in- 
formed that swearing isa Texan custom. There 
were Union soldiers, paroled Confederate sol- 
diers, Jewish merchants, and United States 
civil officials, all belonging to Texas, and all 
swore as if gifted for the practice. If you 
obliged one of them, he swore his thanksgiv- 
ing in return ; and in recounting the perils and 
deliverances in the day of battle, gratitude to 
God was expressed profanely. I have heard 
men swear in French, German, Italian, and 
Arabic, but these Texans swore in English 
with a constancy and fluency which surpassed 
them all. God be merciful to them. 

The city of Galveston stands on an island 
which is twenty-seven miles long by from one 
to three miles wide. It one unbroken 
prairie, bounded on the northeast by a beauti- 
ful bay and on the south by the Mexican gulf. 
The gulf shore is broad, smooth, and hard, and 
not only is the chief drive of the town, but in 
the above characteristics is unsurpassed in the 
world; and, after crossing West Bay, this 
beautiful road continues to the Rio Grande. 
All along this shore is safe and delightful surf- 
bathing, and, morning avd evening, men, wom- 
en, and children may be seen enjoying this 
rare privilege. 

The city is laid out with some regularity. 
It has a suburban appearance, as most of its 


18 


dwellings are of the cottage style, embowered | 


in oleanders, oaks, and the pride and umbrella 
of China. The only antiquity on the island is 
four trees of its primitive forest. Prior to the 
war there were six thousand inhabitants, but 
now less than four thousand remain. In those 
better days several large and splendid brick 
and iron stores were erected, and not a few 
elegant mansions. At present there are ten 
churches on the island, the most imposing of 
which is the Roman Catholic cathedral, and 
next is a fine large Protestant Episcopal church, 
capable of holding fifteen hundred persons. 
There are three churches belonging to the M. 
K. Church, South—American, German, African. 
The first is a good sized wooden edifice, and the 
others are of the same material, but smaller. 
Methodism here has suffered from the war, as 
elsewhere in the South. 


still continue. 


the writer with kindness, and invited him to 
preach in his pulpit, and by the constancy of 
his attentions promoted the object of his visit 
to this extfeme section of our country. 

At nine o’clock on Monday morning we 
took the cars for Houston, and in four hours 
we were safely quartered in the city which 
bears the name of the great Texan senator. 

After leaving the island of Galveston at 
Eagle Grove, tlfe road crosses West Bay ona 
pile bridge one mile and seven eighths-long, 
which terminates on the opposite side, known 
as Virginia Point. Having reached the Point, 
a boundless prairie lay beneath the eye. In 
Texas, the prairie land is divided into three 
classes, the flat, the rolling, and the hog-wallow, 
each term aptly describing the surface of the 
ground, and the latter is singularly descriptive. 
It differs from the second with the broad majestic 
swell, and being forthed into long, but small 
swells, it suggests the name from the fancied 
cause that when ina plastic state a herd of 
swine had wallowed there. The tract of land 
from West Bay to Houston is watered by two 
noble streams or bayous, along the banks of 
which are pine, cedar and oaks. This section 
of the State is used for grazing, and as we 
swept along, the steam whistle started many a 
herd of fat cattle and fine horses, the pride and 
wealth of Texas. Houston stands on the 
Buffalo bayou, which stream is navigable to 
the very town. Although its origin dates back 
to the fall of 1837, yet the city has quite a 
Western aspect. There are the broad unpaved 
streets with narrow planked sidewalks, and the 
large new brick store standing between rows of 
wooden buildiogs of less pretensions, and 
through the streets may be seen the old-fashioned 
ox-cart drawn by siz yoke of oxen. Houston 
has a substantial court-house and five churches 
—two Methodist, one Baptist, one Presbyterian, 
and one Episcopal. Here is published the 
Texan Christian Advocate, one of the most 
ably edited papers in the nation. 

Texas is no mean State. It has in it some- 
what of an empire in the sweep of its area, the 
vast wealth of its resources, the greatness of its 
marine advantages, the superior health its climate 
imparts, the noble physique and more than aver- 
age intelligence of its people, and the advanced 
position of its State government for Union, free- 
dom, and universal suffrage. It. should be to 
the South what New-York is to the North. 


The German society | Its capacities are equal—its future must be 
has been greatly weakened by divisions, which | grander. 
y , 


Its magnificent plantations, now of- 


The African church is large|fered for sale at an iacalculably low figure, in- 


and spiritual, and cannot fail to be a power | vite the hardy yeomanry of our great North- 
among the freedmen, but needs an intelligent | west; and its maritime cities, with noble har- 


and earnest pastor. L. H. Baldwin is in charge 
of all these churches, and is proving himself 
well fitted for the post. He is a young man of 
more than ordinary address and ability, and is 


laborious in his pastoral duties. He received | 


| 
| 


bors, tempt the wealth and enterprise of Eastern 
merchants. Released from the disabilities inci- 
dent to slavery, and rescued from the degrada- 
tion, the weakness, and intestine commotions, 
the natural concomitants of such an institution, 
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Texas is destined to no ordinary prosperity. 
To her mental culture and moral training, the 
Church should look with deep aod increasing 
interest. As educators end ministers, the best 
men in the land should settle in her towns and 
cities, and, thus manned, the “‘ Lone Star State” 
will be a steady light to the States beyond, and 
of more service tothe Union and freedom than 
an army with banners. 
Dr. J. P. Newman, in The Methodist. 


-_—- — 
From the N. Y. Tribune. 
THE SILVER MINES OF NEVADA. 
Viroinia City, Nevada, June 30, 1865. 


From Salt Lake to here, 597 miles, our trav- 
elling time was but 72 hours. Though barley, the 
staple grain, costs the Overland Company eleven 
cents per pound, their horses are fat, glossy 
and spirited. The employés, sober and neatly 


REVIEW. 109 


denly he was frightened away by the clang of 


labor, the hum of trade, and the sound of the 
church-going bell! But five years past, a desert ; 
to-day, a metropolis! The fables of old ro- 
mance grow tame before these grand enchant- 
ments born in the Nation’s restless brain and 
wrought out by its tireless arm. 

Here is the original Washoe. This silver 
ore is reduced by crushing, amalgamating and 
retorting. That of the Austin or Reese River 
district must be “roasted” in addition. At 
Egan Canon, 165 miles east of Austin, where 
one quartz-mill is already in operation, at Salt 
Lake, where mining has not fairly begun, and 
in Arizona, the silver ores require smelting. 
At Austin are innumerable narrow veins from 
11 to 20 inches in thickness; ores very rich, 

| but so refractory that one stamp will reduce 
‘but a half a ton a day; crushing costs $80 per 
ton, and ore must yield $100 per ton to pay for 


dressed, show rare pride and interest in their|working. Here is ouly the une great Comstock 
business, running the coaches over the desert like | Lode, sometimes eighty feet in thickness; one 
clock-work. stamp will crush daily a ton and a quarter, and 
A mining town is usually found along the| ores which yield $25 are profitable. In Cali- 
trough-like bottom of some crooked ravine, but’ fornia, where fuel, labor and water are cheap, 
Virginia is like a child’s city built half way $6 ores are lucrative. Hasten the Pacific rail. 
up the roof of a house. It perches far up the! road ! 
side of a hill, so steep that in Wells, Fargo &| Mines are bought and sold by the foot. A 
Co.’s great express offive the frout-door is level | thin slice of beet inserted in an apple will rep- 
with the street and the back window three | resent a silver vein, and the apple enclosing it, 
stories above the ground. Until burned over: the wall rock. A “foot” is twelve inches in 
once or twice most new cities consist of little length on the vein, including its entire thick- 
frame shells and shanties, but Virginia is chief- | ness whether six inches or sixty feet, and its 
ly of brick, the buildings large and substantial.| whole depth down toward the earth’s centre. 
The region is bare and forbidding, treeless and | How deep silver veins extend is only conjec- 
verdureless, but often breezy as it the old fable tured. There is a favorite theory that they 
were actualized, and all the winds of beaven let never give out, though it is alleged that in the 


loose together. 

It is a marvel of rapid and solid yrowth. 
With its two extensions, Guld Hill and Silver 
City, Virginia has 18,000 people. Four daily 
stages and three telegraph wires connect it with 
San Francisco; one daily coach and one wire 
with the Atlantic States. It has two theatres, 
several large and costly churches, and public 
school-houses, tasteful and creditable. The 
Enterprise, one of its three daily newspapers, is 
an eight-page journal nearly as large as The 
Tribune. Lt is worked on a double-cylinder 
steam press upon which The 7'ribune was once 
priated. Let me add—for Kastern ideas are 
often very wild on this puiat—that here, as in 
every new State, among both men and women, 
one finds culture, refiaemeut and social worth. 
Thestupid are not the pioneers of empire. The 
ignorant and dullard are not the men who bear 
Commerce and Civilization across the arid des- 
ert and over the frowning mountains. 

Beside the town rises Mouat Davidson to the 
height of 1,500 feet. One fancies the Genius 
of Solitude standing for ages on that lovely 
peak, recording upon his stony tablets untold 
centuries of silence and desolation. How sud- 


Andreasburg district of the Harz the mines be- 
come utterly exhausted. In Mexico and South 
America some have been worked for 300 years. 
The lode here proves rich at 800 feet, and in 
Amador County, California, a vein of gold-bear- 
ing quartz yields well at ¥60 feet. Itis thus 
far the deepest in the United States. In the 
flush times here the “ Empire” sold at $18,000 
per foot; now few of the mineq command 
$1,500. Many companies, after immense expen- 
ditures, reap only assessments which are locally 
termed “ Irish dividends.” Half now in oper- 
ation probably pay ; a few very largely. 

There are many ingenious inventions. The 
ore comes from the mines in fragments as large 
as one’s head. They were formerly broken by 
hand with sledge hammers into pieces small 
enough to go under the stamps. Now a ma- 
chine with a “ hopper ” like a grist-mill seizes 
and chews them with its iron teeth to the 
proper finene:s, like bits of cheese. At the 
‘« Savage ” is a new “‘ Safety Cage ”’ for lower- 
ing miners and visitors dowo the shaft. A 
roof of boiler-iron protects the head against 
missiles falling from above. The superinten- 
dent loaded one of these cages with a ton of 
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ore, and then, 200 feet above the bottom of the 
mine and about as far below the surface, cut the 
rope. The heavy car fell two or three feet and 
then suddenly stopped. Two great arms of 
steel darting out horizontally struck the wall 
on either side, and held the burden firmly 
over the dark abyss! It was precisely like 
a falling man throwing out his hands to 
grasp the nearest object—a marvellous counter- 
feit of human instinct. 

The tunnels and chambers are planked and 
timbered to keep them from falling in. We 
saw anew machine mortise and frame both 
ends of a pine joist seven feet long by fourteen 
inches square in two minutes and forty-five 
seconds. The proprietors of the ‘Savage ” 
assured us that it saved them $80 per day. 
These are all the productions of practical work- 
ing miners: Theorists and savans are held in 
amusing contempt. The workmen declare that 
they find the richest ore where the geologists 
pronounced the existence of silver utterly im- 
possible, and vice versa. 

Standing upon a little platform and holding 
by an iron bar overhead, down, down we glided 
breathless through the dense darkness. In a 
moment the rush of air ceased, and 400 feet 
underground we stepped into a chamber of the 
“Gould & Curry.” This mine, 1,200 feet 
long, was originally bought by the company for 
$3,250. It has produced $11,000,000— 
$4,000,000 of it net profit. Four millions were 
taken’ from a single “‘ pocket.” Sometimes the 
ore ceases ; the wall rocks unite and the vein 
seems to give cut altogether. Then, hundreds 
of feet below, a long tunnel is run in from 
the bill side, and in each case, after months of 
labor and enormous expenditure, the ore has 
been struck again at a lower level. 

Already 35 chambers, seven feet in height, 
have been opened and timbered one above 
another, and the “drifts” and tunnels seem 
endless. There is doubtless more lumber inthe 
“Gould & Curry” mine than in the whole city 
of Virginia above ground. Some of the tim- 
bers, crushed and half broken by the weight of 
rock, suggest unpleasant possibilities as you 
creep under them. We walked for hours 
through the long, hollow passages where the 
blows of the pick rang and echoed, while flaring 
candles threw their lurid light over perspiring 
miners and carmen. Our stairway labors ended 
in climbing a perpendicular ladder 80 feet high. 
Some one kindly suggested that on account of 
weakness I should lead the party. A few rounds 
up my candle went out, and towards the top a 
sensation of faintness came over me in the thin, 
close air. Glancing instinctively at the suc- 
cession of candles twinkling in the dark chasm 
beneath, I shuddered to think what a clean 
sweep of every man from the ladder my fall 
would produce. But we all mastered the 
ascent, mounted the cage 
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aa oe up into daylight like a schoolboy’s 
all. 

The Gould & Curry mill is located two miles 
from the nine for convenience to water. It 
cost upward of $600,000, and is probably the 
finest in the world. The engines have 400 
horse power, and the 80 stamps reduce 100 tons 
of ore daily. Two sets of workmen keep it 
running day and night. It does not crush the 
richest ore. All yielding $1000 per ton 
and upward—from 50 to 100 tons yearly— 
the Gould & Curry Company send in wagons 
100 miles to the railway and there ship via 
San Francisco to Swansea in Wales. There 
the mills guarantee that they will extract all 
the silver to the full amount of the assay ; here 
the mills agree to take out only 80 per cent. 
Much ore even from Austin, requiring 300 
miles of carting, is sent abroad for crushing. 
The Nevada ore yields two parts (in value) of 
silver to one of gold. 

Profits are largely consumed by litigation 
about titles. One company paid its attorneys, 
Messrs. Stewart and Baldwin (one United States 
Senator, the other United States District Judge), 
asingle fee of $100,000. Another company 


pays the same firm $40,000 per annum for legal 
services. 


Nevada has turned out about $68,000,000 in 
bullion, and is now producing nearly twenty 


million dollars annually. 
-—.2- 

“ Whose heart the Lord opened.”"—Acts xvi. 14. 
We cannot see the wondrous Hand 
That makes the budding flower expand : 
One sunbeam’s kiss—one dew-drop’s fall— 
May open wide its coronal ; 
And every folded petal part, 
That noon’s full tide may reach its heart. 


And yet the Hand that drops the dew 
Is shaded from our finite view ; 
And He who guides the ray of light 
Is hidden from our mortal sight. 

We see not,—but we own the power 


That makes the bud become the flower 


Oh Lord! Thy band alone can part 
The shadows that enfold man’s heart; 
Thy Holy Spirit's quickening breath 
Cao vivify the germ of faith ; 

Thy word can cause the bud to grow; 
Thy touch can make the flower to blow. 


To Thee our infant flowers we bring ;— 
Our buds,—so slow in opening !— 
Perchance, within the folded cup, 

The germ of life is treasured up ;— 

We bring them, Lord, to crave Thy aid, 
To that dear “ place where prayer is made. 
One gracious drop of heavenly dew 

May bring the hidden life to view; 

One touch of love the leaves unroll, 
And shed Trath’s noontide o’er the soul ; 
And thus, by sweet degrees, transmute 
The open blossom into fruit! 


J. Crewdson. 
inatiiaieanen 


Shall we be ‘slothful and negligent in the 


again, and it}contemplation of the glory of God, which 
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transforms our minds into its own likeness, 80 | 
that the eyes of our understanding shall be} 
continually filled with it, until we see Him| 
continually 7— Owen, 


— oe 


Let us live in the constant contemplation 
of the glory of Christ, and virtue will proceed | 
from Him to repair all our decays, to renew a| 
right spirits within us, and to cause us to 
abound in all duties of obedience. This wa 
of producing these effects, flesh and blood will 
pot reveal; it looks like washing in Jordan to 
cure a leprosy ; but the life of faith is a mys- 
tery known only unto them in whom it is.— 
Owen. 


<4 


—_——__--~8e—- 


Beg earnestly of God that the power of 
sanctification may come upon thy fancy. Some 
Christians have attained such a degree of 
sanctification of their imagination, that they 
have had much sweetness left upon their 
hearts by the spiritual workings of it.—/~/a- 
vel. 


_———— 





God prepared the kingdom for us, and then 
prepared us for the kingdom. Here, we have 
a little air let in to us, to affurd us breathing ; 
but what is that to the sweet and fresh gales 
upon Mount Zion.—Bazter. 





SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Foreicn Inte tigence.—Dates from Liverpool are 
to the 30th ult. 


The Fenian movement still excited much attention 
and some anxiety. Arrests continued to be made 
not only io Jreland but in England, and the prisoners 
were all sent to Dublin, where it was expected they 
would be tried together. Documentary evidence 
against them was said to be accumulating. Steam- 
ers from America calling at Queenstown were ex- 
amined, arms belonging to some of the passengers 
were seized, and one man, said to have been lately 
& captain in the U. 8. army, was arrested, on whom, 
it is asserted, documents were found proving his con- 
nection with the movement. A gunboat was cruis- 
ing off Cork, watching, it was said, for a vessel re- 
ported to have cleared from an American port with 
arms. The London Times editorially ridicules the 
movement as absurd, and utterly insignificant in its 
proportions, but still deems the measures taken to 
suppress it justified. It says it is something to have 
it clearly shown tbat the American government re- 
jects all such participation in proceedings of this 
kind as some Irishmen fondly expected. Tne present 
military force in Ireland is stated at 26,000 men, and 
there are 10,000 armed police. 

The London Star publishes a letter from E. Atkin- 
son of Boston to John Bright on the subject of the 
American cotton supply. He says that he has reason 
to believe that the estimates of the government 
agents sent out to take charge of captured cotton, 
would not lead to the expectation of more than 
1,000,000 bales of old cotton, including the captures 
at Mobile, Savannah and Charleston, and about 
500,000 bales of new crop. His own estimates, from 
reports of business agents, would be about 1,250,000 


ee 


of old cotton, but much less than half a million of| where strict qaarantine regulations were enforced, 






REVIEW. 111 


new. Should the supply prove not more than 1,500- 
000 bales during the year from the Ist ult., 
more than half will be retained for consumption in 
this country. 


The Emperor of Austria, on the 21st ult., issued a 
manifesto to his people, which is in effect an official 
declaration that the policy of centralization, inau- 
gurated by the “ diploma” of 1860 and the “ patent” 
of 1861, has not been successful, and that the goy- 
ernment is seriously disposed to modify it. The cen- 
tral Parliament, or Reichsrath, introduced by those 
documents, the lower House of which was to be com- 
posed of deputies from the various provincial Diets, 
though acquiesced in by a great part of the empire, 
has always been strongly opposed by some of the 
large provinces, especially Hungary, Croatia, and 
Venetia, which questioned the right of the govern- 
ment to make the change, and have never sent dele- 
gates. This manifesto says that the Emperor’s wish 
for the formation of a constitutional government 
which should derive its strength and significance 
from the free participation of all the different peoples 
of the empire, has remained unfulfilled, and must 
continue so until the component parts can be brought 
into harmony. The Emperor therefore announces 
his determination to lay the two measures above 
mentioned, for acceptance, before the Diets of Hun- 
gary and Croatia, both of which wili be convoked be- 
fore the close of the year. As the same constitution 
cannot be made the subject of debate in one part of 
the empire and simultaneously treated in another as 
a binding fundamental law, the law relating to the 
representation is suspended while those negotiations 
are pending. He declares that if the Diets in ques- 
tion should propose modifications compatible with 
the continuance of the integrity and power of the 
empire, he reserves the right, before pronounciog 
upon them himself, to lay them before the represen- 
tatives of the other kingdoms and provinces for their 
opinion. 

The U, S. Minister to Russia has transmitted to 
our gove:nment an official copy of the stipulations 
between the Russian telegraph depar ment and H, S. 
Sibley, representing the American Western Union 
Telegraph Company, for the establishmeut of tele- 


} graphic communication between Europe and Amer- 


ica. The exclusive right is granted to the compatry 
for 33 years from the opening of the line; the Rus- 
sian government to grant a longer term if it jndge 
proper. The government, to encourage the enter- 
prise, allows the company 40 per cent. on the net 
produce of dispatches transmitted by it over the lines 
to and from America, and it will adopt measures to 
secure the line from being maliciously injured by the 
population, though it declines to be responsible for 
such injuries, of whatever nature. 


Upwards of 160 houses were recently destroyed by 
an earthquake at Catania, in Scicily. 

The U. S. Consul at Barcelona, Spain, informed 
our government, under date of the 16th ult. that the 
port had been officially declared infected with 
cholera. Business was entirely suspended, and over 
half of the population had left the city. The Con- 
sul at Port Mahon, on the Island of Minorca, on the 
13th ult. reported the disease as prevailing at Palma, 
in Majorca, and that 70 pilgrims had died of cholera 
in quarantine at Port Mahon. Thus far, the disease 
appears to have been confined to the great channels 
of human travel and the marts of commerce. The 
latest accounts received indicate a diminution of the 
epidemic in Ancona and other places on the A driatic 
coast of Italy. A correspondent of the N Y. 7ribune, 
from Genoa, under date of the 15th ult., states that 
Naples, Leghorn, Genoa, and the ports of Scicily, 
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had escaped up to that time, and that in several in- | 
land cities in ltaly, where scattered cases, occuiriog 

in persons coming from infected districts, had been 

carefully isolated, the disease had not spread. At 

Constautivople, the disease had almost disappeared | 
on the 4th ult., but was spreading in various direc- | 
tious in Asia Minor and along the Danube and the} 
coas.s of the Black Sea. 

Sovra América.—Accounts from Brazil received | 
via England, state that a battle bad occurred on the 
Uruguay river, in which the allies were victorious, | 
the Puraguayaus losing 1700 prisoners, with cannon | 
and flags. 

The Russian Overland Telegraph.—It is stated that 
a telegram bas been received trom Fort St. James, on 
the Frazer river, British Columbia, announcing the 
completion of the telegraph line to that point, and 
that the party is rapidly pusbing on. A party is also 
on the way to the Amoor river to build northward to 
meet aunotuer working from the Anadyr southward. | 

Domestic.—The Governor of Oregon, has sum-| 
moned a special session of the Legislature, the ob- 
ject of which is not stated in the proclamation, to 
meet on the Sth of 12th month. 

The North Carolina Constitutional Convention 
met on the 2d inst., with an attendance of over 100 
delegates, Un tbe 6th, it passed unanimously a 
deciuration that the orginance by wtich in 1789 
the Convention of North Carolina adopted and rati- 
fied the Constitu:ion of the United States, and all, 
acts of the Legislature raufying amendments there- | 
of, are now, and have Leen at all times since their) 
adoption, in full force, and that the supposed ordi- 
pame ot 1861, declaring the same repealed aud re- 
scinded, is now, and has at all times. been, null and 
void. Onthe 7ib, an ordinance was passed, also 
unanimously, prohibiting slavery io the State. Ac- 
otber ordinance provides for the election of Gover. | 
nor, and members of the Legislature aud of Cun-! 
gress, on the 9th of next month ; the Legislature to 
meet ou the 19th. 

The Alabama Convention on the 29th adopted 
ordinances ordering an election for State officers or 
the lst prox.; legulizing the marriage of negroes; | 
and direc:ing judicial officers to continue to act as 
agents of the Freedmen’s Bureau. 

in the South Carolina Convention, a resolution | 
that colored persons should be permitted to testify 
in all the Courts of the State, in cases woere the 
rights of persou or of property of such persons were | 
concerned, was introuuced and referred to a com- 
milice, WhO reported an ordinance to that effect. | 
A resolution was then offered, that the Legislature 
shall prescribe such rules of evidence and sucb 
mods of trial as may be necessary and proper for | 
the protection of the persons and property of the! 
freedmen; and after an earnest debate, the whole 
sutject was referred to a special commission, which 
baa beeu previously authorized for the purpose of 
investigating and reporting to the Legisiature such 
legislation as may be necessary for the protection 
and regulation of labor in the State. On this refer- 
ence there were Ouly three dissenting votes. 

An election was held in Connecticut on the 2d} 
inst., on the adoption of an amendment to tbe State 
Constitution allowing colored persons the right! 
ot suffrage, which that State alone iu New England 
had bitherto denied them. The result was that! 
every county in the State gave a majority against | 
the amendment, except Windham, which bad about | 
650 majority in its favor; and the majority against | 
it in the whole State is estimated at about 6000. 

An election for Governor, members of the Legis- | 
lature, and other State officers for Mississippi, oc-| 
curred on the 2d. The official returns are not yet 


| dren will be extended to the colored. 


received, but it appears certain that Gen. Hum- 
phreys is chosen Governor. A paper published at 
Jackson, estimates his majori'y at 19,000. He be- 
longed to one of the classes excepted in the amnesty 
proclamation, and at the time of the election his ap- 
plication for special pardon had not been finally 
acted upon, though it is understood that it bas 
since been granted. 

The Mayor and other members of the former civil 
government of Charleston, 8S. C., have been restored 
to the exercise of their functions in all matters not 
conflicting with military orders, and the principal 
municipal buildings have been given up to them, 
in accordance with an order issued by G-n. Bennett, 
commander of that sub-district. The Mayor is to 
have jurisdiction ‘of all cases between, whites, while 
colored persons are to be turned over to the Pro- 
vost Marsbal, but the military police are to be re- 
tained fur the present. The organization of the 
State militia is progressing in some sections. They 
are to be subject to the national officers, and to co- 
Operate with them in suppressing the prevalent law- 


lessness. 


Gov. Sharkey, of Mississippi, has written to Col. 


| Thomas, Assistant Commissioner of Freedmen for 


that State, in reply to some inquiries, that in his 
Opinion, as a necessary result of the action of the Con- 
vention, the freedmen can now sue and be sued in any 
court in the State; and as an incident of the right to 
protection of person and property, which is fully 
guaranteed by the amended Consti:ution, that they 
are fully competent to testify in any court. The 


abolition of the system of slavery, he thinks, abol- 
ishes, as a matter of course, any measure of policy 
which grew out of that system. 


A circular from the Freedmen’s Bureau, dated 


the 4th inst., announces that State laws with regard 
to apprenticeship will be recoguized by the Bureau, 
provided they make no distinction of color; or in 
case thry do so, the laws applying to white chil- 
Officers of 
the Bureau are regarded as guardians of orphan 
minors of freedmen within their respective dis- 
tricts. The principle to be adhered to in regard to 
paupers, is that each county, parish, townsbip or 
city shall provide for its owa poor. Vagrant laws 
made for free people, and now io force on the statute 
books of the States embraced within the operations 


of the Bureau, will be recognized and extended to 
the freedmen. 


An earthquake, the most violent that has been ex- 
perienced since the American occupation of that 


region, occurred in some parts of California on the 
8ib inst. At San Francisco, two shocks within about 


| half a minute were felt abuut one P. M., and ten or 


eleven more between that time and 5 A. M. the next 
day. Several buildings had their walls so cracked 
that they will require partial rebuildiog, and the en- 
tire front of a new four-story brick building fell. 
Cornices, chimneys, plastering, &c. fell in many 
places. The beil of tne City Hall was ruog by the 
vibration of its tower. In one part of the city, which 
was “ made ground,” fissures two or three inches 
wide opened in the earth, and some of this ground is 
elevated several inches. The tide rose very high at 
the time of the shock, and fell very low immediately 
afterward. No loss of life is reported, though a few 
persons were injured, and others narrowly escaped 
The shock was not observed at Marysville or Placer- 
ville, but was quite severe at Sacramento, Stockton, 
San José, and especially at Santa Cruz, where many 
chimneys were throwa down, and those remaining 
were turned partially around. Fiseures opened in 
the ground and spoured water, and many wells are 
dry or filled with sand 





